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Abstract

Children are the future of  every nation.  To build a future on
sound foundation, it is imperative that each child gets its due
rights.  State  responsibilities  cannot  be  fulfilled  unless  an
effective birth registration system is in place.
Birth Registration is therefore, the first step to reach and extend 
the benefits of progress to every child. In simpler terms, it is 
tantamount to equalizing access for all. Unless we know where 
a child is, we can never address his/her needs. The government 
is committed to ensuring that every child has a right to a name, 
nationality and identity. Birth Registration is a parent’s first 
duty. Facilitating the parents in fulfillment of this duty is a joint 
responsibility of the relevant authorities, whose cooperation will
encourage the parents to avail this service.
Birth Registration is a means of recognizing one’s subsistence
before  law  making  ties  of  the  child  with  its  family  and  for
tracking  the  important  incidents  of  one’s life  from  birth  to
marriage and death. According to the Convention on the Rights
of Child (CRC) and the national laws of the country, the birth
registration is a fundamental right of every child and it is also a
means to guarantee a better future for the next generation in
terms of monetary provision and assets.
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Introduction

Birth Registration is the first and fundamental right that a country can
provide its citizens immediately after birth. It is this right that provides
every child the right to a name and a nationality, one that is enhanced by
the issuance of a Birth Certificate.(Seemen,1995) The governments are
also helped by this process of birth registration as the country counts its
citizens and make plans accordingly for the number of schools, health
centers and other services that are required for its residents. A person
who has no birth certificate does not exist officially and is technically a
non-living  person  and  lacks  the  legal  access  to  the  privileges  and
protection of a nation.(News, 1997)
To promote good governance and democracy in the country, the basic
tool is registration of every citizen. It brings help in the administration of
the  country  by  bringing  in  the  notice  the  total  number  of
children/citizens present in the country and making available for them
their rights and privileges.
Children  in  Pakistan  are  subjected  to  many problems including  non-
registration of the birth. Birth registration is one of the basic rights of the
children. It is the authorized recording of the birth of a child at by some
administrative level of the state and use for political-economic purposes.
Birth registration is the parent’s first duty (Government of India, 1886).
The Convention on the Rights of the Child is committed to ensuring that
every child has right to a name, nationality and identity. The child who is
not registered at birth is in danger within society and also denied his
rights. By not registering a child, no one knows about their age and their
family  which  can  cause  in  many  denials  of  his  rights  and
responsibilities.
On  one  hand,  birth  registration  can  provide  social  protection  to  the
children parents and masses and on the other hand it is beneficial for
decision and policy makers. Unregistered children are often over looked
in social development planning. As such they are not even counted when
important budgets are made and it is difficult for a country to quantify its
birth and death rates without the birth registration process (Workshop,
2000).
Birth registration is also a basic tool by which an efficient government
counts its citizen and plans his social policies. A person who has no birth
certificate does not exist officially and is technically a non-living person.
According to law, Birth registration is a social responsibility of every
citizen. It is an obligation on parent to register their children and not to
deprive him. 
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Human Rights Standards and Birth Registration

All  human  rights  standards  make  it  compulsory  for  a  child  to  be
registered at the time of its birth, to have a name and given the rights of
nationality and marks it’s the responsibility of every state to provide for
this fundamental right. Some examples are as follows:
1948: Universal Declaration of Human Rights,  Article 15: “Everyone
has the right to a nationality”(UN, 2003).
1961: Convention  on  the  Reduction  of  Statelessness,  Article  1:  “A
Contracting  State  shall  grant  its  nationality  to  a  person  both  in  its
territory who would otherwise be stateless”(UNICEF, 2004).
1969: American  Convention  on  Human  Rights,  Article  20:  “Every
person has the right to the nationality of the State in whose territory; he
was born if he does not have the right to any other nationality”(Bueren,
1998).
1989: 35th Session of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
notes  the  importance  of  birth  registration  for  child  protection,
particularly for illegitimate children and to reduce the sale of trafficking
of children (UN,1989).
1990: International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all
Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, Article 29: “Each child
of a migrant worker shall  have the right to a name, to registration of
birth and to a nationality”(UNICEF, 2009).

Barriers to Registration

The  most  derogatory  barrier  in  registration  of  a  child  is  the  non-
recognition of it as a fundamental and basic right of a being and mostly
when  the  people  are  struggling  for  the  survival  and  the  nations  are
fighting  for  economic  problems  or  sometimes  conflict  within  and
outside  the  country, it  is  given  less  importance.  Thus  the  authorities
don’t give it due share of support and consequently the public also don’t
demand for this right (SPARC, 1999).
The  registration  process  is  also  complex  and  expensive  in  many
countries which also add to the difficulties of the citizens. As sometimes
they  don’t  have  money  to  pay  for  it,  or  maybe  they  are  unable  to
comprehend the logistical arrangements of the process of registration,
and even sometimes the registration offices are far located and common
masses don’t have money to go there or they can’t leave their work or
can’t leave their children alone at home to go to such far places(Khyber
Mail, 1999).
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Political Barriers

Another  barrier  in  birth  registration  is  lack  of  political  will.  At  a
workshop on civil registration in Asia in 1999, the delegates expressed
their view that most of the developing countries and their governments
do not emphasize sufficiently for the promotion of birth registration in
their countries (Ali & Anwar, 2003).
As there are few or no legislations for birth registrations and if there are
laws they are not implemented or the departments responsible for birth
registration are not efficient and lack coordination and cooperation that
makes the issue more complex(NGO, 1997). This lack of political is also
evident in the insufficient fiscal provisions in this sector, inadequate and
untrained staff,  badly  outfitted  offices  and shortages  of  the  materials
needed to get the job done. This all means that the responsible persons,
ministries and organizations do not provide for the sufficient facilities
for  birth  registration,  they  do  not  advocate  for  mass  awareness
campaigns and thus do not foster public demand for birth registration
(Plan Pakistan, 2007). It is quite evident that in case of lack of political
will  in  the  country  there  will  be  no  birth  registration  system in  the
country, which makes the situation worst. 

Administrative Barriers

When there will be political barriers in birth registration the effects will
be on administration departments of the registration also, as there will be
lack of resources and low status for the registration authorities.
If we take the example of Bangladesh, only few births are registered
because  the  responsibility  for  registration  is  bestowed  on  low grade
officials who lack commitment and skills to perform the duty honestly
(Ziemele, 2007).
Thus  we  can  say  that  low  status  for  registration  translates  into
inadequate  support  for  registrars.  For  the  success  of  the  system and
process, trainings and guidance is needed for them to tackle with the
problems  that  arise  in  the  process  of  birth  registration.  Lack  of
availability  of  this  support  is  a major setback in  the  process of  birth
registration (GoP, 2001).

Gender Discrimination

In number of countries, the females are kept away from the process of
child birth registration and only the male of the family is given a right to
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register  the  child,  adding  to  the  universal  gender  inequality.  For
example,  the  Nepalese  law  says  that  only  the  most  senior  male
household member can register a birth of a child, disempowering the
mother and even shutting out single women. In Peru, registry employees
may refuse to handle a registration unless the child’s father is present. In
Lesotho,  a  patri-linear  society,  single  women  sometimes  experience
problems and are urged to register their children with the name of their
own father (Fortin, 2005).
In countries where there are patriarchal national laws demoralize their
own registration system. Bangladesh and Pakistan, where most of the
laws  are  still  from  the  age  of  colonial  time,  give  citizenship  only
according  to  the  father’s nationality. This  contradict  Article  9  of  the
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against
Women  (CEDAW)  which  states  that  women  (Invernizzi  &  William,
2008) should enjoy equal rights with men in relation to the nationality of
their children, and Article 2 of the CRC, which prohibits any form of the
parents sex, national origin or status (Jillani, 2000). There may also be
problems for children whose parents are of different nationalities, such
as those born to Saudi Arabian women married to non-nationals, and the
several  hundred  thousand  children  of  Egyptian  mothers  who  have
neither birth certificates nor Egyptian nationality because their fathers
are nationals of another country(UNICEF, 2002).
The study was carried out in District Swabi which is the most literate
district  of  Khyber  Pakhtunkhawa  Province  of  Pakistan.  It  has  been
divided into four Tehsils for its administrative purposes which are Swabi
Khas, Razar, Chota Lahore and Topi. These Tehsils are further divided
into 55 Union Councils. 

Aims and Objectives of the Study:

Birth registration is not only a fundamental right of every child as it is
enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of Child and guaranteed in
national laws, but it also ensures a better future for the next generation in
terms of financial allocation and resources.

1) To find out the public attitude towards practices of Child
Birth Registration.

2) To find out the problems faced by the people during the
registration of their children.
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Methodology:

In the first step we selected one Union Council from each tehsil through
simple  random  sampling  Lottery  Method  the  selected  the  following
UCs:

S No Union Council Population Tehsil
1 Shah Mansoor 13166 Swabi Khas
2 Kalu Khan 25108 Razar
3 Lahore East 15197 Chota Lahore
4 Gandaf 18963 Topi

Source: Population Department Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

In the second step we have selected 20 respondents from each Union
Council through purposive sampling technique.

Results and Discussions:

After the data collection the following results have been drawn. On the
query about age of the respondents interviewed it  was found out that
17/80 (21%) respondent were in first category of 18-30, whereas 39/80
(49%) were up to 31-43 years and 24/80 (30%) respondents were in 44-
56  years.  As  for  as  their  educational  stats  was  concerned,  59/80
(74.75%)  respondents  were  educated  in  which  21/80  (26.25%)  were
illiterate, 9/59 (15.25%) respondent up to primary level, 5/59 (8.47%)
were educated up to middle, 17/59 (28.81%) respondents had their level
of  education  up  to  matric,  11/59  (18.64%)  were  up  to  intermediate,
10/59 (16.94%) were up to graduation and 7/59 (11.86%) were up to
master. So we can say that majority of the respondents belonged to age
group 31-43 (57.64%) and about  74.75  % were literate  due  to  close
proximity with the urban area. Majority of the literate respondents were
matriculate.
The  second  table  shows  the  family  size  (3  –  5)  had  a  maximum
frequency with 49/80 (61.25%) the next majority was of the family size
6-8  members  and  among  8/80  (10%)  was  in  the  last  group  of  9-11
members the trend shows the nuclearization of the family system. As for
as no of children was concerned, the table shows that 27/80 (33.75%)
family had up  to  2 children,  35/80 (43.75)  had  up 4  children  in  the
family  3.75%)  3/80  (3.75%)  had  up  to  6  children  &  among  15/80
(18.75) families had seven or more children. This table also gives the
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information about  average  family  size  which  was  7.4 & the average
number of children was 3.2.So it can be said that the family size of most
of the respondents was 3-5 members and having mostly 3-4 children.
The third table shows occupation & monthly income of the responds
occupation of the respondents were divided in three categories. In the
first  category (Government servants)  were 30/80 (37.5%) respondents
17/80  (21.25%)  respondents  were  farmer/Agriculturist  and  33/80
(41.25%) respondents were engaged in private business / self-employed.
Table further shows the monthly income of the respondents where 63/80
(78.75%) respondents  earned up to  10000 thousand per  month 12/80
(15%) respondents earned up to 20,000 thousand while 5/80 (6.25%)
respondents earned up to 30,000 thousand a month.  Average monthly
income  was  Rs.  8143.85.  So  it  can  be  generalized  that  most  of  the
respondents had their own private businesses or were self-employed and
were earning around ten thousand rupees.
Table # 4 shows awareness about the childbirth registration amongst the
respondents and also the source of awareness.40/80 (50%) respondents
were aware about childbirth registration while 40/80 (50%) respondents
were  unaware.  Table  further  shows  that  source  of  awareness  of  the
respondents  23/40  (57.5%)  respondents  became  aware  through  mass
media, 5/40 (12.5%) respondents through community and 12 (30%) had
got information about registration from friends. We can say that most of
the  respondents  were  unaware  about  the  birth  registration  of  their
children and those who knew was because of mass media.
The Fifth Table shows the birth registration practice and also the period
in which the child was registered. Out of 80 respondent 32/80 (40%)
respondents  who  registered  their  child  /  children  while  48/80  (60%)
respondents  did  not  registered  their  child  /  children.  Table  further
explain  the  duration  in  which  the  child,  was  registered.  Out  32
respondents  3/32  (9.37)  were  those  respondents  who  registered  their
child  /  children with one week,  2/32 (6.25%) within 2 weeks,  14/32
(43.75%) respondent were with in fourth weeks while 13/32 (40.62%)
respondents had done it after one month. It can be said that most of the
respondents  did  not  register  their  children  at  birth  and  some  have
registered after one month of the child birth.
As for as the reasons for non-registration in concerned the sixth table
shows  40/48  (83.33%)  respondents  were  unaware  about  the  birth
registration, 3/48 (6.25%) respondents felt no need of birth registration,
2/48 (4.16%) respondents) had no money for registration, 1/48 (2.08%)
were  unaware  about  registration  office  procedure  and  2/48  (4.16%)
respondents had no time for registration. It is evident from these findings
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that most of the respondents were unaware about the birth registration
process  and so have not  registered their  children at  the time of their
birth.
As for as the problems in getting registered the children were concerned,
the  seventh table indicates that 25/32 (78.13%) respondents faced some
problems in the birth registration process. Out of 25 respondents 9/25
(36%) respondents were not  satisfied with the birth registration staff,
11/25 (44%) respondents faced problem in the registration procedure,
while 5/25 (20%) respondents had the problem of long distance to the
concern  office.  So  we  can  say  that  the  registration  procedure  was
difficult for most of the respondents and so they did not register their
child at the time of his birth.
The last table # 8 indicates public attitude towards Birth registration &
place  of  registration.  There  were  32/80  (40%)  respondents  prefer  to
register their child and 48/80 (60%) had not. Table further explain the
place  of  birth  registration  which  is  divide  in  five  categories.  In  first
category  2/32  (6.25%)  respondents  said  that  child  is  registered  at
hospital,  25/32 (78.13%) respondent  views were about union council,
while 5/32 (15.62f) respondents said about city municipal department.
So most of the respondents do not want to register their child and mostly
had the correct idea that birth registration is done at the Union Council
office.

Suggestions: 

 There need to be a separate department for Birth registration.
 There should be proper coordination and cooperation between

the government department of birth registration both at federal
and provincial level.

 There should be need to create awareness in the public regarding
birth registration through electronic and print media. 

 A period of time should be set for birth registration and if the
child is not registered with in such time the parents should be
penalize for lat registration and B/registration should be free of
cost.

 Effective  monitoring  of  birth  registration  system  at  union
council level by senior government officers as well as political
leaders. 
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Conclusion:

Thus we can say that birth registration is a fundamental right of every
person and to be a successful and developed nation, every country must
ensure that all  its new born are registered at the time of birth so the
policies and plans are made representative of their each and every citizen
resulting in all citizens enjoying their basic rights and responsibilities.

Table 1: Age And Educational Background of the Respondents
(Parents)

Age 
group

No of
Respond

ents

Education status If literate level of education Total %

Illiterate Liter
ate

Prim
ary

Midd
le

Matri
c

FA/FSc. BA/BSc MA/MS
c

18 – 30 17 5 12 2 3 2 1 4 - 12 20.33
31 – 43 39 5 34 5 2 12 7 5 3 34 57.64
44 – 56 24 11 13 2 - 3 3 1 4 13 22.03
Total 80 21 59 9 5 17 11 10 7 59 100
% 100 26.25 74.75 15.25 8.47 28.81 18.64 16.94 11.86 100

Table 2: Family Size & Number of Children
Family 
Size

No of
respondents

No of Children Total %

1 – 2 3 – 4 5 – 6 7+

3 – 5 49 22 27 - - 49 61.25%
6 – 8 23 4 6 3 10 23 28.75%
9 – 11 8 1 2 - 5 8 10%
Total 80 27 35 3 15 80 100%
% 100 33.75 43.75 3.75 18.75 100%

Table 3: Occupation & Monthly Income of the Respondents

Occupation No of
respondents

Income level of the respondents
1000-

10,000 Rs.
10001-

20000 Rs.
20,001-

30000 Rs.
30001+

Rs.
Total %

govt. service 30 24 4 2 - 30 37.5
Farmer/agriculture 17 17 - - - 17 21.25
Private
business/self
employed 

33 22 8 3 - 33 41.25

Total 80 63 12 5 - 80 100
% 100% 78.75% 15% 6.25% - 100
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TABLE 4: AWARENESS ABOUT CHILD BIRTH
REGISTRATION

Awareness
about CBR

No  of
respondents

If yes, how you know?

Total %
Through
Mass media

Through
Community

Through
Friends

Yes 40 23 5 12 40 50
No 40 - - - 40 50
Total 80 23 5 12 80 100
% 100% 57.5% 12.5% 30% 100

Table 5: Child Birth Registration Practice
Child  birth
reg.

No. of
respondents

If yes, in how much time after in child birth

Total %
Within

one week
Within

two
weeks

Within
three

weeks

Within one
month

After
one

month
Yes 32 3 2 - 13 14 32 40
No 48 - - - - - 48 60
Total 80 3 2 - 13 14 80 100
% 100% 9.37% 6.25% - 40.63 43.75 100

Table 6: Reason for Non-Registration of Child / Children
Reason of non-registration No of Respondent %
Un aware 40 83.33%
No need 3 6.25%
No money 2 4.16%
Office procedure 1 2.08%
Have no time 2 4.16%
Total 48 100%

Table 7: Did you Face any Problem in Getting Registered your Child
and Specify it

Any
problem
faced

No of
respondents

If yes, specify?

Total %
Non - cooperation

of staff
Difficult

procedure
Distance from
office/ Home

Yes 25 9 11 5 25 78.12
No 7 - - - 7 21.88
Total 32 9 11 5 32 100
% 100% 36% 44% 20% 100

Table 8: Attitude Towards Child Birth Registration and Place of
Birth Registration

Prefer  child
birth Regis.

No of
respondents

If yes, where did you child is register

Total %Hospital Union
Council

Tehsil
Council

City
Municipal

Department

Yes 32 2 25 - 5 32 40
No 48 - - - - 48 60
Total 80 2 25 - 5 80 100
% 100 6.25% 78.13% - 15.62% 100
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